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SUBJECT: LAST MINUTE FLAREUP IN AUSTRIAN NATIONAL ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN 

REF: VIENNA 8445 VIENNA 8476 

SUMMARY: POLITICAL FALLOUT FROM THURSDAY NIGHTS VIOLENCE IN FRONT 
OF IBERIA AIRLINE OFFICE IN VIENNA FOLLOWING EARLIER PEACEFUL 
ANTI-FRANCO PROTEST MARCH OF LEFTWING SOCIALISTS AND COMMUNISTS 
MAY COST KREISKY-LED SOCIALISTS SOME VOTER SUPPORT IN OCTOBER 
5 NATIONAL ELECTIONS. BUT IS NOT EXPECTED TO ENDANGER THEIR 
POSITION AS LARGEST PARTY. END SUMMARY. 

2. ESTIMATED 4,000 MARCHERS, CONSISTING OF LEFTWING SOCIALISTS, 
INCLUDING SEVERAL SOCIALIST TRADE UNION LEADERS; COMMUNISTS, 
INCLUDING PARTY CHIEF; 

TROTSKYITE GROUP (GRM: GROUP REVOLUTIONARY MARXISTS); 

MAOIST GROUP; AND CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 
PARTICIPATED IN PEACEFUL, NOISY ANTI-FRANCO PROTEST 
DEMONSTRATION IN VIENNA EVENING OCT 2. FOLLOWING COMPLETION 
OF PROTEST MARCH, ABOUT 1,000 MARCHERS, DESCRIBED AS GRM 
MEMBERS AND "EXTREMIST LEFTWING ROWDIES" ATTACKED IBERIA AIRLINE 
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3. PROTEST MARCH AND ITS VIOLENT AFTERMATH HAS RECEIVED MAJOR 
PLAY IN MEDIA OCTOBER 4-5 AND LEADERSHIPS OF THREE MAJOR 
POLITICAL PARTIES IN ELECTION CAMPAIGN HAVE COMMENTED ON 
EVENT. KREISKY IN PRESS CONFERENCE OCTOBER 3, NOTED RIGHT 

OF PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATION DMOCRACY AND REGRETTED ACTS OF 
VIOLENCE BEFORE IBERIA OFFICE. HE REITERATED SOCIALIST PARTY 
POLICY OF NO UNITY OF ACTION WITH COMMUNISTS AND OBSERVED 
THAT SOCIALISTS WHO TOOK PART IN PROTEST MARCH WITH COMMUNISTS 
PROBABLY FACE DISCIPLINARY ACTION FROM PARTY. 

4. OPPORISION PARTIES HAVE SEIZED UPON INCIDENT TO BELABOR 
SOCIALIST PARTY FOR ENGAGING IN JOINT PROTEST ACTION WITH 
COMMUNISTS WHICH TERMINATED IN VIOLENCE AND SOCIALIST INTERIOR 
MINISTER FOR NOT QUICKLY DISPERSING UNRULY CROWD BEFORE IBERIA 
OFFICE. 

5. GIVEN GENERALLY NON-VIOLENT, CONSERVATIVE NATURE OF AUSTRIAN 
CITIZENRY, THURSDAY NIGHT S VIOLENCE IN VIENNA, SOCIALIST 
PARTY'S STRONGEST CITADEL, COULD COST SOCIALISTS VOTES IN 
OCTOBER 5 NATIONAL ELECTIONS BUT NOT TO EXTEND 

TO ENDANGER THEIR REMAINING LARGEST PARTY. 
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